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AFFORDABLE HOUSING AND SUSTAINABLE COMMUNITIES PROGRAM 

6/29/2015 

Agenda Item #7 
ACTION: Recommendation of Awards for 

2014-15 Affordable Housing and 
Sustainable Communities Program 



Approve staff recommendation awarding $121.9 
million in Greenhouse Gas Reduction Fund to 28 

projects supporting greenhouse gas emissions 
reduction and related co-benefits. 
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AFFORDABLE HOUSING AND SUSTAINABLE COMMUNITIES PROGRAM 

6/29/2015 

Recommended Action for Council  



Vision of the AHSC Program 
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6/29/2015 

To fund projects that result in the reduction of 
greenhouse gas emissions and vehicle miles travelled 
(VMT) and increase accessibility of housing, 
employment centers and key destinations through 
low-carbon transportation options such as walking, 
biking and transit.  



AFFORDABLE HOUSING AND SUSTAINABLE COMMUNITIES PROGRAM 

Timeline 
JANUARY 9,  2015 Release Draft Final Guidelines 

JANUARY 20, 2015 Final Guidelines to Council for Approval 

JANUARY 30, 2015 Concept and NOFA Requirements Released 
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FEBRUARY 19, 2015 Concepts Due 

APRIL 15, 2015 Full Applications Due 

June 30, 2015 Awards Recommended to Council 

6/29/2015 

FEBRUARY 4-11, 2015 Concept Technical Assistance Workshops 

MARCH 11, 2015 Approved Concepts Invited for Full Application 



Concept Review Process 
• Provides less resource-intensive entry point to submit 

project concept, with focus on project readiness 
• 147 concepts requesting $760 million; $120 million 

available 
• Guidelines state: “To the extent cumulative funds 

requested of all concept proposals received exceed 
200 percent of available funds for the applicable 
NOFA, the Council may limit invitations to submit full 
applications.” 

• Other funds leveraged used as screen; intent as proxy 
for GHG competitiveness at full application 
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Concept to Full Application Invite 

Concepts ranked on funds leveraged 

104 Concepts met requirements for project readiness 
 

56 top-ranked Concepts requesting $313 
million invited to Full Application* 

 
 
 

147 Concept Proposals received requesting $760 million 
 

*56 invited concepts include projects with the greatest leverage up to 200% of total funds available ($240 
million), and $70 million in additional applications to allow at least one project from each Metropolitan 
Planning Organization region that submitted a Concept Proposal to compete at full application stage. 



Full Application Review Process 
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Policy Goals 
Interagency  

Housing
HCD 

Transportation 
Caltrans 

AHSC Program Staff Verification for 
Consistency 

Initial Point Scores sent to Applicants 

Select Applicant Appeals Submitted 

Appeals Considered & Final Point Score Determination 

GHG 
ARB 

MPO 
Varied by 

MPO. 
Included 
scoring, 

recommen
dations and 

technical 
assistance. 

 
 
 
 
 



2014-15 Achievements 
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723,286 METRIC TONS IN AVOIDED GHG EMISSIONS = 
TAKING 140,000 CARS OFF THE ROAD FOR ONE YEAR 

2,003 new 
affordable units 

near transit 

28 projects 

21 cities 

$32 million for transit, 
walking & biking 

$92 million to 
benefit 

Disadvantaged 
Communities 

19 counties 



GHG Reduction 

Same as if all residents of Citrus 

Heights and Newport Beach did 

not drive for one year 
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Projects will save the equivalent 

of 81 million gallons of gas 



Depth & Level of Housing Affordability 

Extremely Low Income (>30% AMI*) 528 units 

Very Low Income (30-50% AMI) 1,014 units 

Low Income (50-60% AMI) 461 units 

TOTAL AFFORDABLE UNITS 2,003 units 
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*Area Median Income 

• 26 of the 28 projects contain affordable housing 
• $94 million (77%) will fund affordable housing 



Disadvantaged Community Investments 

BENEFIT 
# OF 

PROJECTS 
DOLLARS 

% OF 
TOTAL 

Located Within a DAC 17 $68,073,396 56% 

Within ½ mile 
walkable of a DAC 

4 $23,763,299 19% 

TOTAL 21 $91,836,695 75% 

$92 MILLION (75%) IN PROJECTS TO BENEFIT DACS 
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Common Project Co-Benefits 
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Housing in Jobs-Rich Areas 

Access to Jobs via Transit 

Indoor Air Quality 

Active Transportation Options 

Creating Jobs 

Access to Parks 



6/29/2015 13 

Housing Costs  

Transportation Costs 

Housing Overcrowding 

Air Pollution 

Energy Use & Costs 

Common Project Co-Benefits 



Cities 
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Bakersfield Hayward San Francisco (2) 

Chula Vista Long Beach San Jose 

El Cerrito Los Angeles (6) Santa Ana 

Emeryville National City Stockton 

Fremont Oakland (2) Truckee 

Fresno Richmond Walnut Creek 

Hanford Riverside West Sacramento 



Map of 2014-15 Recommended Awards 
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Examples of Recommended Projects 
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Hotel Fresno  
Fresno, CA 
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Hotel Fresno: Key Characteristics 
• 79 units; 40 restricted 
• 0.2 mi from future High-Speed Rail Station 
• Less than ½ mile from downtown transit hub  
• Located in a Disadvantaged Community (CalEnviroScreen 

Score: 96-100%) 
• Co-Benefits include: 

– Reducing housing costs 
– Bringing jobs and housing closer together 
– Urban revitalization by developing a currently a vacant, 

blighted site 
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March Veterans Village 
Riverside, CA 
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March Veterans Village: Key Characteristics 
• 138 units, 100% affordable, for veterans 
• Free transit passes to residents 
• Located in a Disadvantaged Community 

(CalEnviroScreen Score: 91-95%) 
• Will achieve at least silver LEED standards 
• Co-Benefits include:  

– Reducing housing and transportation costs 
– Increased job readiness and career opportunities 

through supportive services 
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Camino 23  
Oakland, CA 
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Camino 23: Key Characteristics 
• Approx. 300 feet from 24th Ave. BRT stop 
• 32 units, 100% affordable 
• Safety and transit access improvements with the City of 

Oakland 
• Located in a Disadvantaged Community 

(CalEnviroScreen Score: 81-85%) 
• Co-Benefits include: 

– Reducing housing costs  
– Bringing jobs and housing closer together  
– Increasing access to active modes of transportation 
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MacArthur Park, Phase B  
Los Angeles, CA 
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MacArthur Park, Phase B: Key Characteristics 
• One mile from downtown LA 
• 82 units; 100% affordable 
• Improving access to Metro stop located under the 

development 
• 7,000 sq. feet of retail space 
• Located in a Disadvantaged Community 

(CalEnviroScreen Score: 86-90%) 
• Co-Benefits include: 

– Reducing housing costs & transportation costs 
– Improving access to transit 
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Vanpool Expansion  
Merced, Madera, Fresno, Kings, Kern, Tulare, 

Imperial and Monterey counties 
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Vanpool Expansion: Key Characteristics 

• Expanding an existing successful program 

• Adding 80 vans to fleet 

• Outreach to expand ridership 

• Serving farmworkers in numerous 
Disadvantaged Communities throughout eight 
counties in the San Joaquin, Imperial and 
Salinas valleys 
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777 Park 
San Jose, CA 



777 Park: Key Characteristics 

• Access to CalTrain, Amtrak, light rail, bus and a 
new bike share program within a half block 

• 82 units; 100% affordable 

• Free transit passes for residents 

• Co-Benefits include: 
– Reducing housing & transportation costs 

– Providing greater access to employment 
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AFFORDABLE HOUSING AND SUSTAINABLE COMMUNITIES PROGRAM 

Estimated “Next Steps” Timeline 

JULY 14, 2015 Sacramento Council Workshop: “Lessons Learned”  

JULY 20, 2015 Los Angeles Council Workshop: “Lessons Learned” 

AUGUST 2015 Revise Guidelines 
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FALL 2015 
Release Draft Revised Guidelines and hold 3-4 
Regional Workshops on Guidelines 

WINTER 2015 
Revise Guidelines and hold Council Meeting to 
vote on approval of Guidelines 



Approve staff recommendation awarding $121.9 
million in Greenhouse Gas Reduction Fund to 28 

projects supporting greenhouse gas emissions 
reduction and related co-benefits. 
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Recommended Action for Council  



AFFORDABLE HOUSING AND SUSTAINABLE COMMUNITIES PROGRAM 

Council Discussion, Questions & 
Public Comment  
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