Strategic Growth Council Executive Report -SGC Project Status

As of June 19, 2015

Tier 1 Prioritization by Council

Executive Report
Strategic Plan Reference #

Coordinate among State Agencies

“Identify and review activities and funding
programs of member agencies that may be
coordinated”

PRC 75125 (a)

June 30, 2015

\ Status and Next Steps

STATUS: Ongoing.

CBI to make Data Basin available to State Agencies: It has long been recognized that the State of
CA needs a central repository of basic information on an appropriate technology platform that
can integrate these data all planning processes and decisions is required for sustainable
development and the effective management and conservation of our natural resources.

The SGC has been working with the CA Office of Technology to secure an umbrella contract that
will provide this technology and associated services for use across State agencies and our
partners.

As of June 24, following an open bidding process, a contract has been signed with the
Conservation Biology Institute to use the Data Basin (www.databasin.org) platform and
associated technical services to address these needs.

This opportunity will allow State agencies to share and access the basic datasets required for
planning on a broadly accessible web-based platform. The driving objective for this umbrella
contract is to advance the practice of integrated regional conservation and development planning
across all regions of the State.

Infill Development. Suzanne Hague is developing case studies of real infill projects that are in
process and facing financing and other implementation hurdles. The case studies are informing
development of potential proposed state actions to support infill development, in collaboration
with HCD, OPR, CHRSA/CalSTA, and the Governor’s Office. (See Section 2.)

Statewide Implementation. Dr. Denny Grossman is documenting the scope and implementation
vision for Integrated Regional Planning (IRP). Two meetings were hosted by the Governor’s
Office to enlist the involvement and support of Federal Agencies and local governments. An IRP
Methodology Working team has been set up with representation from State and Federal
Agencies, Conservation Organizations and University scientists to refine and document the
regional conservation assessment process that is practical for implementation in CA. The
information resources and tools that will be required for the efficient implementation of IRP and
RAMP at the regional and statewide level are currently being compiled. Strategic demonstration
projects are being advanced to apply, refine and document these methods and tools and show
the feasibility of the coordinated implementation efficiency of priority development projects
along with the protection of regionally defined conservation priorities.



http://www.databasin.org/
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Coordinate among State Agencies

“Identify and review activities and funding
programs of member agencies that may be
coordinated”

PRC 75125 (a)

High-Speed Rail.

Suzanne Hague is collaborating with GoBiz and CHSRA to discuss streamlining business attraction
within HSR station areas; Collaborating with CHSRA and CalSTA to organize a briefing on HSR for
business and economic development stakeholders within state agencies (April 7); Collaborating
with CHSRA and HHS on outreach and engagement of anchor institutions; and collaborating with
HCD on technical assistance to a farmworker housing project in Wasco. See Section 6 below for
more info. HSR is currently working to demonstrate the emerging Integrated Regional Planning
approach to address their environmental assessment and mitigation requirements. The Central
Grasslands section and Southern California project sections between Bakersfield and Burbank are
being used to demonstrate specific components of this process, including the coordination of
environmental review processes and the creation of strategic mitigation solutions.

Barriers to Infill

“Provide, fund, and distribute data and
information to local governments and
regional agencies that will assist in
developing and planning sustainable
communities”

PRC 75125 (c)

STATUS: Ongoing.

Case Studies on Infill Development in HSR Station Areas. Suzanne Hague is developing in-depth
case studies of real, current infill development projects in high-speed rail station areas that are
facing financing and other implementation hurdles. The case studies including financial analysis
of development pro formas and analysis of local and state policies and programs to support infill
development. The initial case studies are located within the Fresno station area, which will be
the center of the first built segment of HSR. This analysis is informing development of proposed
potential state actions to support infill development in difficult-to-develop markets within HSR
station areas, in collaboration with HCD, OPR, and the Governor’s Office.

Infill Finance Options. Complete. SGC engaged Economic and Planning Systems (EPS) to analyze
challenges to financing infill and recommend strategies to reduce risk and support new or
existing financing mechanisms. The final report has been posted to the SGC website.

Infill Development Technical Assistance. Pending. Leveraging SGC’s completed Infill Finance
Options report with other State efforts related to infill development (e.g. General Plan
Guidelines, pending CEQA guidelines, etc.), staff proposes convening a series of technical
assistance workshops to local communities to address barriers to infill.
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Tier 1 Prioritization by Council

Infrastructure Planning

“At a minimum the council shall review and
comment on the five year infrastructure plan
developed pursuant to Article 2
(commencing with section 13100) of chapter
2 of part 3 of division 3 of the Government
Code and the State Environmental Goals and
Policy Report pursuant to Section 65041 of

the Government Code”
PRC 75125 (a)

Criteria and priorities used to identify and
select the infrastructure it does propose to
fund, including criteria used to identify and
select infrastructure that by January 1, 2005,
shall be consistent with the state planning
priorities

GC13102(c) (1)

STATUS: Ongoing.

Five Year Infrastructure Plan. The Infrastructure working group will meet with the DOF in May to

propose a process to assist with the writing of the 2016 Five-Year Infrastructure Plan. In the fall of
2015, the council will be presented with a report outlining the approach that will be used and the
timeline for contributing to this document. At this meeting the Council will be asked to discuss
what information should be included in this document, specifically issues such as

- State’s goals and priorities that support investing in sustainable infrastructure.

- Agency policy and plans that support the State’s goals or promote sustainable
investments.

- Department level information needed to adequately report the status, the progress, and
the difficulties of investing in projects that advance the State’s planning priorities.

Research.

The working group continues its partnership with the California Research Bureau to study:

- Current and potential alternate definitions of “infrastructure” as defined in the 29
separate State Codes and Office of Administrative Law’s California Code of Regulations.
- The state’s critical infrastructure networks as defined by State agencies and departments’
plans, policies and priorities.
Innovative legislation, policies, practices, processes, and metrics used by other states that are at
the forefront of managing infrastructure spending that focuses on resiliency, and fundamental
environmental, social, and economic goals.
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STATUS: Ongoing.

MPO Self-Assessment: A draft report has been submitted to the SGC from the Consultant. In
addition to the MPO Self-Assessment, staff has proposed state agency and stakeholder feedback
of the Sustainable Communities Strategy (SCS) process to complement the MPO self-assessment
and provide a broader perspective on the development of the SCSs. This activity may generate
possible recommendations for SGC and member-agencies’ support for more effective SCS
processes in the future. SGC facilitation of future stakeholder feedback of the SCS process is
pending availability of staff resources.

The first publicly offered training course on use of the Urban Footprint model was held at UC
Davis in March. The course attracted planners from cities, MPOs, and private consulting firms and
received a very positive rating from participants. It is hoped that future trainings will ensue as the
model begins the open source “proliferation” phase of its development.

UrbanFootprint: SGC convened experts in the public health, epidemiology, transportation, and
planning fields to provide technical advice through many discussions focusing on the
methodologies associated with the depiction of potential activity-based health impacts in
scenario planning models. Based on recommendations from this Technical Advisory Committee

SB 375 Implementation
PRC 75125 (a)

on applying methodologies and updating datasets, two pilot projects are finishing up, one in
Southern California and the other in the Sacramento Valley. Full policy tests of the physical
activity based module are being run on UrbanFootprint to look at the health implications of
various land use scenarios. Results from these pilots are expected in early May. The project’s
Policy Advisory Committee will examine these pilot results later in the spring, and make
recommendations about possible uses of the module in estimating the health impacts of land use
planning alternatives. A user manual will be developed later this year, which will explain the
module’s objectives and approach, and provide details including the module’s technical
documentation, support literature, software capabilities, data sources and application/use.

UrbanFootprint Public Health: SGC has convened experts in the public health, epidemiology,
transportation, and planning fields to discuss methodologies associated with the depiction of
potential activity-based health impacts in scenario planning models. The fourth and final advisory
committee meeting was held in November 2014 and resulted review and approval of how the
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proposed methodology and updated datasets will be applied to a full policy test of the health
implications of various SACOG land use scenarios. The Policy Committee for this review process
will then examine the results of this test and make recommendations for uses of the model in
estimating the health impacts of land use planning alternatives.

Tier 2 Prioritization by Council

Grants

“Manage and award grants and loans to
support the planning and development of
sustainable communities

PRC 75125 (d )

Grants

STATUS: Ongoing.

Sustainable Communities Implementation Program.

Affordable Housing and Sustainable Communities Program.

Status: Ongoing.

- Please refer to the materials associated with Agenda Item #6/7: Update on the Affordable
Housing and Sustainable Communities Program (AHSC) and Sustainable Agricultural Lands
Conservation (SALC) Program.

Sustainable Agricultural Lands Conservation (SALC) Program.

Status: Ongoing.

- Please refer to the materials associated with Agenda Item #6/7: Update on the Affordable
Housing and Sustainable Communities Program (AHSC) and Sustainable Agricultural Lands
Conservation (SALC) Program.

Sustainable Communities Planning Grant and Incentives Program. The Council has awarded all of

the $63M in grants for this program. The vast majority of Round One grants are complete. Final
reports and other grant products have been delivered to SGC staff. Round Two grants are
ongoing. The majority of Round Three grants, awarded by the Council in June 2014, are largely
executed; all will be by June 30, 2015.
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“Manage and award grants and loans to
support the planning and development of
sustainable communities

PRC 75125 (d)

Urban Greening Project and Planning Grants. Staff reports significant forward progress with

school greening projects located on property owned by the Los Angeles Unified School

District. Just within the last month, attorneys for the District and attorneys for the various
nonprofits who will be implementing the projects agreed upon boiler plate language for the use
agreements and in fact, one agreement has been signed. This was a big step in what has been a
complicated process. Polly reports that some dancing took place in the office when the first
agreement was signed. She also expressed her gratitude to Secretary Laird for the
encouragement and guidance he provided as well as his own efforts to move the projects
forward.

There is also some movement with projects located on property previously owned by
redevelopment agencies. The process to transfer property from an RDA to the Successor Agency
to the City is not a quick one.

Lastly, the bonds & grants unit is facing four retirements this year, three within the next two
months. There are, however, concentrated efforts to fill positions quickly to avoid any negative
impacts to project administration.

10

STATUS: Ongoing.

Local Qutreach and Sustainable Communities Learning Network. Complete.

SGC Qutreach to Grantees. SGC continues to communicate with our grantees and the general
public through our listserv. The SGC website has transitioned to a new format allowing more
nimbleness in providing timely information and updates.

SGC Local Implementation. Contracting. This Council supported project will evaluate how first
round of SCPGIP grantees completing “physical development plans” have succeeded in moving
forward towards shovel ready projects that promote community equity, and creates safe, healthy
communities with strong economies and protected natural resources. Work is scheduled to begin
in March, 2015 and be completed by December, 2015.

Fiscal Impact Analysis of Selected SCPGIP Awards. Two studies sponsored by CalTrans and the
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California Transportation Commission to explore the types of financial mechanisms required to
fund mitigation in advance of projects have been completed.

Outreach Infill Development: Technical Assistance and Outreach. Work Group developing scope and RFP
options.

Support for Quantifying Greenhouse Gas Emissions Reductions. Work Group developing scope
and RFP options.

Identification and Dissemination of SCPGIP Best Practices. Contracting. This project focuses on
analyzing the strategies, approaches and best practices used by the 124 Sustainable Communities
Planning grantees to successfully initiate planning activities, engage with the community, institute
performance metrics, develop innovative policies, and achieve outcomes that improve the
integration of sustainability principles into their projects. Based on this analysis, the projects will
be ranked and the top ten percent (twelve or thirteen projects) of grants will be examined further
to explore components used to successfully plan programs, plans and processes to reduce
greenhouse gas emissions (GHGs) and incorporate the SCPGIP’s priority objectives. Findings from
these projects will be designed into an easy to understand reference documents outlining the
success of specific SCPGIP projects and tips on how to replicate these processes in other
communities.

State Agency Coordination and Support of MPQ’s SCS Activities. - See “SB 375 Implementation”
Outreach (continued) above.

Geospatial Data Coordination STATUS: Ongoing.
Provide, fund, and distribute data and
information to local governments and
regional agencies that will assist in
developing and planning sustainable
communities.

PRC 75125 (c)

SGC’s contract with UC Davis has led to the revival of the California GIS Council which will be a
major resource to state, federal and local government as it launches a series of focused work
groups and begins to answer important questions on data standards, acquisition, and access from
the professionals point of view in a variety of locations, subject areas, and governmental and non-
governmental affiliation. SGC Executive staff will work closely with the GIS Council to advance
questions of concern to SGC member agencies.
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Tier 3 Prioritization by Council

STATUS: Ongoing.

Parcel Data Contract. The significant problem of some county assessors withholding data, a
problem plaguing the collection of round two data and the advancement of this project, appears
to be giving in to current trends in open data and public access demand. The County of Los
Angeles, with the largest assessor record database of any California County, has joined those who
make their data freely available to the public. This is a great step forward and Los Angeles County
should be lauded for their leadership. SGC Executive staff and UC Davis will continue to advocate
Data Agreements for full participation from all California counties.

PRC 75125 (c)

A map depicting the status of round 2 data collection can be found at:
http://www.arcgis.com/apps/webappviewer/index.htmI?id=0c61fc13b8fe43f4b45f290043a4c38c

Vegetation Mapping Agreement. Ongoing. California State University, Chico Research
Foundation has completed the mapping of high priority areas within the proposed corridor of the
California High Speed Rail (HSR) over Tehachapi Pass at the southern end of the Sierra Nevada
Mountains in Kern County. They have transferred the map products to the Vegetation
Classification and Mapping group at CDFW, where these maps are under review. This project is
on schedule, as the final completion date is January 31, 2016.

Protected Lands Agreement. Completed -Summer 2014. A GIS database of protected lands in
California that is available free of charge at: www.CAlLands.org

Healthy Community Indicators Agreement. Completed. CDPH staff working with UCSF identified
56 indicators and data sources available at:
(http://www.cdph.ca.gov/programs/Pages/HealthyCommunitylndicators.aspx).

Some HClI files have also been posted at the Health and Human Services Open Data Portal
(https://health.data.ca.gov/), where the Socrata platform supports data visualization tools.

Final deliverables for this project include a How-To Manual and lllustrative Guide; a Technical
Manual on the construction of the 56 indicators; and plan for Centralized Collection, Analysis, and
Reporting. Additionally, UCSF has developed a non-public demonstration website in collaboration
with Echo Technology Solutions that presents a dynamic interactive data dashboard and single
drill-down views of indicators tables, graphs, maps, and explanatory text based on user supplied



http://www.arcgis.com/apps/webappviewer/index.html?id=0c61fc13b8fe43f4b45f290043a4c38c
http://www.calands.org/
http://www.cdph.ca.gov/programs/Pages/HealthyCommunityIndicators.aspx
https://health.data.ca.gov/
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Data Agreements (continued) criteria of geography, time period, and population characteristic (e.g. race/ethnicity, income,
PRC75125(c) transportation mode).

- How-To Manual (27 MB, 60 pages):
http://www.cdph.ca.gov/programs/Documents/HCI How-To Manuall0-2014highres.pdf

- Technical Manual (16 MB, 325 pages):
http://www.cdph.ca.gov/programs/Documents/HCI TechnicalManual 10-23-14.pdf

Technology Support for Development and Implementation of the SGC’s Sustainability Objectives.
SGC planning projects have common requirements for data access, aggregation, management,
analysis, presentation and reporting. This contract will support SGC staff and grantee needs with
a customized web-based information management platform that addresses data use
requirements for the development, implementation, monitoring and reporting of awarded
projects. This platform will allow for stronger projects by ensuring that data are being
appropriately used to address complex issues and changing priorities in greenprints, sustainability
planning, energy planning, climate action, and other components of integrated regional planning.
Analytical and reporting tools will be linked to the system, and new functions would be
constructed to support the development and implementation of SGC Projects and Integrated
Regional Plans. Work is progressing to secure an appropriate user-friendly technology platform to
support this work. SGC is currently working with OTECH to put forth an IFP (Invitation for
Proposal) at the end of April to secure the necessary technology support for this work.

STATUS: Ongoing.
Health in All Policies

HiAP’s next meeting will be May 6, 2015. Please see attached HiAP report for a detailed update on
PRC 75125 (a)

task force activities.

STATUS: Ongoing.

HSR Stations and Station Area Planning: Suzanne Hague is working with CHSRA to help shape the
station design and planning process including providing input on procurement efforts for



http://www.cdph.ca.gov/programs/Documents/HCI_How-To_Manual10-2014highres.pdf
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HSR Community Planning /Sustainability
PRC 75125 (c)

sustainable station design and regular collaboration with the HSR planning team to help shape the
Authority’s planning process, coordination of external partners and resources, and collaboration
with local communities.

Infill Development around HSR: Suzanne is working with the city of Fresno to study feasibility of
infill development projects around the future HSR station. The study involves detailed financial
analysis of three current development projects in the Fresno HSR station area. See Section 2
above for more information. HCD and OPR are collaborating on this project.

HSR and Business Development: Suzanne is working with GoBIZ, CalSTA and CHSRA on strategies
for business attraction and development in HSR station areas. Suzanne is also partnering with
CHSRA, US EPA, HHS, OPR, and several other partners to identify opportunities to leverage HSR to
strengthen “anchor institutions” — businesses such as educational and health care institutions.
SGC is drafting a paper outlining opportunities for partnership and synergies between anchor
institutions, HSR, and other stakeholders. The paper includes a data analysis and mapping
component that analyzes transit and road network connectivity between institutions and HSR and
identifies regional clusters and synergies between institutions. The paper will form the basis for
outreach and engagement efforts with anchor institutions and other partners state-wide.

Sustainable Communities Technical Assistance: Suzanne Hague is collaborating with the City and
Housing Authority of Wasco to provide technical assistance on the relocation of 199 units of
farmworker housing. The goal of the assistance is to make the new site exemplify best practices in
farmworker housing and rural sustainable communities, from energy- and water-efficient design
to community engagement to active transportation planning at the neighborhood scale. In
February, Suzanne collaborated with a public-private development team and wrote a successful
application to the Sustainable Cities Design Academy
(http://www.archfoundation.org/category/sustainable-cities-design-academy/) to help advance
the sustainable design elements of the new housing project. The team will travel to Washington,
D.C. in August to participate in a three-day, expenses-paid sustainable design workshop led by
national sustainable design experts. HCD and several nonprofit technical assistance partners are
also participating in this collaboration.

Suzanne assisted CHSRA and the City of Burbank in crafting a successful application to the
Ecodistricts Incubator program in Portland (http://ecodistricts.org/incubator/).

Suzanne is participating in technical assistance coordination meetings with the City of Gilroy and

10


http://www.archfoundation.org/category/sustainable-cities-design-academy/
http://ecodistricts.org/incubator/

Agenda Item #5
Strategic Growth Council
June 30, 2015 Council Meeting

several federal agency partners to help advance community planning around the future Gilroy
HSR station.

HSR Community Planning /Sustainability
(continued)
PRC75125(c)

STATUS: Ongoing.

Funding Wizard: No updates to report since last Executive Report to the Council on June 3, 2014.
Funding Wizard This ARB managed project received $50,000 in SGC funding to continue developing and refining a
PRC 75125 (a) unified site for institutions seeking grant awards to get information on state granting programs.
Specific efforts focus on engagement, training, and outreach; Tool development to enhance the
user experience; and Expanded analytics and metrics to track overall success. Work will continue
through December 2015.

STATUS: Pending Identification of resources.

Regional Progress Report. SCG staff received draft recommendations for the 2013 Regional
Progress Report update from consultants in May 2013. This has been posted to the SGC website.
http://sgc.ca.gov/

Regional Progress Report
PRC 75125 (c)

11
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Health in All Policies Task Force
2011-2015 Action Report: Support Urban and Community
Greening and Access to Green Spaces

Presented to the Strategic Growth Council June x, 2015

This Action Report has been created by the California Health in All Policies (HiAP) Task Force to share tangible
outcomes accomplished through the 2011 Implementation Plan to “Support Urban and Community Greening and
Access to Green Spaces.” The 2011 plan was developed to implement the following recommendation: Support
urban greening and access to green spaces [1].

The HIAP Task Force is committed to aligning goals around supporting urban and community greening with the
state’s strategies to address the State of Emergency that exists across California due to severe and ongoing
drought conditions[2]. A number of strategies can help maintain established and newly planted urban and
community trees while promoting water efficiency and conservation measures. For example, apply mulch around
trees to lower soil temperatures and reduce water evaporation, water young trees twice per week and mature
trees once deeply once or twice per month, water early in the morning or after the sun has set, use recycled
water, and plant native or drought resistant tree species [3]. Future work in this area will focus on this nexus.

Outcomes of Action Steps

Obijective 1. Support the establishment of a baseline tree canopy inventory.

e The Office of Planning and Research (OPR) and the Department of Forestry and Fire Protection (CAL
FIRE) worked together to encourage local governments to conduct tree canopy assessments by increasing
outreach on the topic through the development of OPR ’s urban forestry webpage
(http://www.opr.ca.gov/s_urbanforestry.php) which supports planning for a healthy urban forest that
optimizes the environmental, public health, and economic benefits of vegetation. (Action Step 1.1)

e OPR and CAL FIRE partnered to include questions in OPR’s 2011 Annual Planning Survey that assess
which jurisdictions track tree canopy coverage and the percentage of coverage they have (Action Step 1.1)

e CAL FIRE’s tree canopy assessment pilot project was completed in 2013. This effort provided sample
methods and cost analysis information that can assist state and local entities in sustainable community
planning. Through this project San Jose’s urban forest was found to produce ecosystem services and
property value benefits valued at $239 million annually, with the average annual value per tree at $153[4].
(Action Step 1.2)

Obijective 2. Develop and disseminate information about the health, environmental, and economic co-
benefits of parks, urban forestry, and urban and community greening to non-traditional partners.

e CAL FIRE, the Department of Parks and Recreation, and the Department of Public Health met internally
several times in 2012 and with stakeholders to make progress on this action step. Discussion items
included identifying target audiences and exploring messaging mechanisms.

e HiAP staff, CAL FIRE, and the Department of Housing and Community Development (HCD) participated in
the 2012 and 2015 Breathe California and Sacramento Metropolitan Air Quality Management District
Vegetation Conference to explore the role of vegetation in reducing exposures to near-road pollutants and
the 2012, 2013, and 2014 Greenprint Summits, which focused on bridging public health and the urban

California Health in All Policies Task Force
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forest. These events served as critical opportunities to gather input on research, resource, and messaging
needs, as well as potential dissemination channels.
OPR partnered with CAL FIRE, California Releaf, and the California Urban Forests Council to host a
Roundtable on Urban Forestry on September 10, 2012 to share and disseminate resources, as well as
funding and learning opportunities.
Objective 3: Coordinate urban and community greening opportunities across other HiAP Task Force
implementation activities and with other state agency workgroups.

e The Task Force integrated urban and community greening considerations into action plans for active
transportation, housing, parks and urban greening, community safety, and healthy food (completed May 10,
2012).

e In August 2012, the HIAP Task force multi-agency Housing Siting and Air Quality Work Group reviewed and
provided input to the Air Resources Board (ARB) on research on vegetation which was included in ARB’s
report on near-roadway mitigation to reduce exposure to nearby traffic pollution [5].

e Greening has been a key consideration of the interagency Heat Adaptation Work Group, which is part of the
California Climate Action Team Public Health Workgroup. CAL FIRE was a participant in this group. With
support from the HIAP Task Force, this group drafted the State of California Extreme Heat Adaptation
Interim Guidance Document which includes, among others, the recommendation to “promote and expand
urban greening and the use of green infrastructure as part of cooling strategies in public and private
spaces.”

Additional Collaboration

In addition to carrying out the items detailed in the action plan itself, Task Force members identified and pursued
a variety of other opportunities to promote greening. These bullets describe additional outcomes that were not
initially expected.

o HiAP staff served as reviewers for the third round of the Strategic Growth Council’s Urban Greening Grant
program.

e Task Force members held a special meeting to provide input to OPR on the Governor’s Environmental Goals
and Policy Report (EGPR). Six departments and agencies participated, and the discussion focused on the
proposed vision, goals, and indicators for the report. Promoting urban greening was one of the key issue
areas that was shared in the comments.

e CAL FIRE provided input to OPR on including greening and urban forestry in the General Plan Guidelines
update.

e CAL FIRE’s Urban and Community Forestry Program Strategic Plan identifies the HiIAP Task Force as a
partner in promoting urban forestry and urban greening and a venue for disseminating relevant studies and
statistics that demonstrate the connection between green space and quality of life[6].

Feedback on the Value of this Work
Task Force members involved in this work were asked to articulate the value that was added through
implementation of this action plan. Below are key points from their responses.
e [The Task Force] “raised awareness levels of how linked urban forestry and public health are.”
e [The actions in this implementation plan] “allowed for interaction with other departments that otherwise
likely would not have happened.”
e [This plan ignited conversations that] “led to more engagement at the local level between urban forestry
organizations and public health organizations.”
e “Objectives [from this action plan] were woven into priority planning and policy documents such as the
Environmental Goals and Policy Report and the General Plan Guidelines.”
e [At CAL FIRE,] “public health consideration has become a core focus of our program.”

Next Steps

California Health in All Policies Task Force 2



The HIAP Task Force remains committed to supporting urban and community greening and access to parks as a
strategy to promote health, equity, and environmental sustainability. Task Force members will be engaging in a
collaborative process to explore the feasibility of advancing action steps that reflect current priorities and
opportunities related to greening and parks, including balancing these priorities with water conservation priorities
related to California’s drought. Future actions of the Task Force will consider findings from recent studies CAL
FIRE has been engaged in assessing the role of urban trees in California and examining the link between urban
tree canopy cover and health behaviors and outcomes [7, 8].
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Health in All Policies Task Force
Update to the Strategic Growth Council

April 2015-June 2015

The California Health in All Policies (HIAP) Task Force was charged by Executive Order S-04-10 in 2010 to
identify priority programs, policies, and strategies to improve the health of Californians while also advancing the
goals of the Strategic Growth Council (SGC). The Task Force consists of representatives from 22 State agencies,
departments, and offices, who contribute their time to this initiative. The Task Force is facilitated by the California
Department of Public Health (CDPH) and staffing is provided through a partnership with the Public Health Institute
(PHI), with funding from multiple sources. This update shares highlights of Task Force work for the period from
April through June of this year. Progress continues on 8 implementation plans endorsed by the SGC, as well as a
variety of other projects.

Highlights of Task Force work and interagency projects:

e On May 6" Task Force members and invited guests from 16 different government entities attended the
Task Force’s spring quarterly meeting. Key discussion items included reviewing and finalizing the
Community Greening and Parks action report, participating in a training on Health Impact Assessment led
by experts from CDPH, and participating in a discussion led by representatives from the Department of
Transportation and the California Transportation Commission about the process and lessons learned from
integrating health and health equity into the state’s Active Transportation Program.

e HiAP staff are organizing individual meetings with each HiAP Task Force member organization. This annual
check-in is a time for Task Force members to update the HiAP staff team about their organization’s current
priorities and goals, explore emerging opportunities for collaboration, touch base on existing projects, and
discuss any concerns, needs, or barriers they are facing.

e The Task Force continues to explore its potential role in promoting Community Safety through Violence
Prevention. HIAP staff have facilitated over 25 informational discussions with government and non-
government stakeholders and subject matter experts and are in the process of synthesizing information and
coordinating follow up meetings with government agencies to inform the development of a new action plan.
These discussions have revealed significant existing collaborative work, in addition to the need for better
coordination between State government entities. Key themes that have emerged during discussions include
an interest in improved data sharing across agencies, a need for better coordination of government services
enroliment, and the need to apply an equity framework to violence prevention. Staff have formed a multi-
agency ad hoc working group to guide this process, with participation from the Department of Justice,
Department of Corrections and Rehabilitation, Department of Education, Department of Public Health,
Department of Social Services, and Board of State and Community Corrections.

e Active Transportation action plan implementation is ongoing.

o The Government Operations Agency engaged a group of graduate student researchers from the
Goldman School of Public Policy at UC Berkeley in developing recommendations for ways that the
State can increase walking, biking, and transit use by state employees. The students spent a
semester interviewing state officials, analyzing data, and evaluating a variety of alternatives to inform
a set of recommendations and synthesized report.

o On May 14" the graduate students, presented their findings and recommendations to a group of Task
Force members and colleagues, including representatives from the Government Operations Agency,
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Department of General Services, California Public Employees’ Retirement System Department of
Transportation, Department of Public Health, Strategic Growth Council, and Sacramento Area
Council of Governments. Participants received the recommendations with enthusiasm and have
requested follow-up meetings to explore ways to implement the recommendations.

o On May 28" the Department of Education School Facilities Planning & Transportation Services
Division hosted a multi-agency meeting about pedestrian safety near schools, roundabout design,
barriers to walking, and design standards. Representatives from the Department of Transportation,
CDPH, Federal Highway Administration, San Joaquin County, Tahoe Regional Planning Agency, and
the Local Government Commission participated.

Task Force members are drafting action reports for their work in the areas of Housing Siting and Air
Quality and Farm to Fork in order to communicate progress and explore the possibility of working on
additional healthy housing and food access objectives in the future.

Highlights of infrastructure development for the Task Force:

HIAP staff collaborated with Task Force members to create two unique cross-agency internship opportunities.

A HiAP Active Transportation intern will support the equity and health aspects of the Department of
Transportation and California Transportation Commission’s Active Transportation Program.

A HIiAP Health Equity and Housing intern will develop a web-based resource clearinghouse of materials
and tools to inform and engage stakeholders about issues related to housing, air quality, and public
health. This project will support the HIAP Task Force’s Housing Siting and Air Quality Workgroup, which
includes representation from CDPH, the Department of Housing and Community Development, the
Governor’s Office of Planning and Research, Air Resources Board, and Caltrans.

Highlights of HIAP external capacity building and outreach:

The California HIAP Task Force continues to be a model for other states and communities in California. Staff and
Task Force members frequently give presentations about their involvement in and lessons learned from
participating in the initiative. For example:

For fu

On June 16" HiAP staff and Task Force members attended the Pew Charitable Trusts National Health
Impact Assessment (HIA) Meeting in Washington, DC. HiAP staff moderated a panel on the relationship
between HIA and HiAP, and a Task Force member from the Department of Housing and Community
Development participated on that panel and shared experiences from the California HIAP Task Force.
California HiAP representatives also organized a half-day post-conference discussion session on HiAP for a
group that included practitioners and funders from across the United States.

The theme of the 2015 Annual Public Health Association Conference is Health in All Policies, presenting a
great opportunity to showcase the work of the California HIAP Task Force. HIAP staff will provide several
presentations on the work in California, will conduct a day-long HiAP Learning Institute for conference
participants, and will facilitate an international panel with HiIAP experts from Namibia, Chile, Finland,
Thailand, and Australia.

rther information about the California Health in All Policies Task Force, please see

http://www.sgc.ca.gov/s hiap.php or contact hiap@cdph.ca.gov.
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